
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



200 



THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



as well as poetry enough, if not fully to justify the com- 
parison between a writer of our own day with the immortal 
Shakespeare, at least to save such comparison, for the first 
time for two centuries from being altogether ridiculous. 

On leaving Ireland, Scott proceeded to Cumberland, 
to join a large and distinguished party of visitors at 
Storrs, the elegant and picturesque residence of Mr. Bol- 
ton on the banks of Lake Windermere, among whom 
not the least eminent was Canning ; and after remaining 
there for but a few days, he returned to Abbotsford. 

By the kindness of Mr. Weld Hartstonge, we are en- 
abled to gi\e the portrait of Scott, at the head of this 
article, engraved from a beautiful little medallion head 
which he himself presented to Mr. Hartstonge many years 
ago, as a token of friendship. It is the work of an artist 
of well known ability, Mr. Hennings, the sculptor, mo- 
delled in 1813, and has been considered as one of the most 
faithful transcripts of Scott's features that ever was made. 

0>G. 



TUBBER MAO-DUACHL 




Tubber. Mac-Duach. 

The place called Tubber-macduach, or Tobar Mhic- 
Duach, "the well of Duach's son," is situate about a 
quarter of a mile from Kinvarra, in the County of Gal- 
way, on the Loughrea side. Here is a small spring 
of water, neatly walled in, and shaded by a few haMthorns, 
in blighted contrast with the verdure of which there 
appears in the background the remains of a blasted and 
withered ash, whose aspect indicates that it has long 
stood companion to the holy fountain. The upper wall, 
apparently of recent erection, is in form a square of 
about seven feet to the side, having a small stile for the 
more easy admission of pilgrims. Beneath the square 
wall is another of a circular form, fencing in the whole, 
as represented in the annexed cut. 

On the left hand side as you enter by the stile, you 
find in the interior of the upper wall a small niche, in- 
tended for holding a cup, and also serving as a receptacle 
for the offerings of devotees. Unfortunately for the guar- 
dians of the place, however, such tributes now consist of no- 
thing more than a few worthless rags, brass pins, and the 
like. Mr. Sheehan, who when I visited this spot, resided 
hard by, caused a handsome stone cross to be erected 
in front of the well, between it and the high road, and 
the exertions of the parish priest, (Rev. "Mr. Quinn,) 
were not wanting on 'the pious occasion. 

This well seems to have been formerly the resort of 
St. Colman, who flourished about the beginning of the 



seventh century. He was a membeT of the illustrious 
house of Hua-Fiacra-Aidne,in Connaught, and was a near 
relative to Guare,* King of that Province, who began his 
reign about the year 604, and held the sceptre thirty- 
eight years. The saint was, from his father's name, 
Duach, surnamed Mac-Duach y by which appellation he is 
more generally known than by that of Colman. 

The earliest accounts of Colman's life say that he lived 
as a hermit in the forests of Burrin, County Clare, at- 
tended only by one young clerk, his disciple. .Then 
food was wateT-cresses and wild herbs — their drink the 
pure spring — and deer-skins served them for clothes. Hav- 
ing constructed a habitation and oratory encircled with 
trees, they remained in Burrin forest seven years, with- 
out conversing with any other person. 

Colman's reputation becoming very great, he was taken 
notice of by his relative, Guare, who was a princef of 
great piety and liberality. He offered Colman as much 
land as he choosed for the establishment of a religious 
community, but the Saint, it is said, refused to accept 
of more than a small spot, on which he afterwards erected 
a monastery, and where he became bishop. This place 
was not far from his former habitation, and has, from his 
name, been called Kilmacduach. The foundation of that 
church took place in the early part of the reign of Guare, 
and probably before the year 620. After a life well spent, 
St. Colman died on the 3d of February, but the precise 
year of his demise is unknown. His memory is held in 
high venerationfin the diocese of Kilinacduagh. 

From what has been already mentioned, the reader will 
perceive that the hermitage of Colman, alias MaoDuach, 
must have been somewhere in the neighbourhood of the 
fountain just described, which springs in the barony of 
Kiltartan, part of the ancient Hy-Fiachra-Aidhne. This 
well is also near the barony of Burring in the forests of 
which St. Colman is said to have secluded himself. It 
must likewise be remembered, that he and his attendant 
are reported to have lived upon water and water herbs, 
both which Tubbermacduach was capable of furnishing 
them with. I shall only remark farther, that the parish 
of Kinvarra, or Kinmarra, in which the spring rises, is a 
prebend in the diocese^ of Kilmacduach, which See was, 
as I have already mentioned, founded by St. Colman. 

Most probably this well, (like many others of the same 
description,) was used by the Saint, whose name it bears, 
for the purpose of baptizing converts to Christianity. 
Thus Archbishop Usher (Primord. p. 862-3.) says that 
St. Patrick baptized his converts in Dublin, including Al- 
phin, the king's son, in a well near Patrick's Church, 
which in after ages became an object of devotion for the 
faithful, and so continued until it was enclosed within the 
foundation of a house, in the 1 7th century. [| 



* Guare's father was Colman, poji of Cobhtarh, who was eousin- 
german of Duach, the father of Saint Colman.— Vide Colg. A.A.S.S. 
p. 248. 

t 2. Lanifran's Ercl. Hist. Tr. 349, 

X Barren barony was formerly denominated Ht?~ Loch Jean, and was 
part of Corcuraruaidhe district. The ancient proprietors of it were the 
O'Loghlins, of the race of Ir, by Fergus- Riogh and Maude, Queen of 
Connaught— See Seward Top. Hib. title Burren, and Macgeotfh. Hist. 
d'Irl. fo. 215. 

^ Harris's Ware's Bishops at Kilmacduach, 

[| See 1. Mac Geoghagan Hist. d'Irl. 258. to the like effect. 



I^° We break through our rule of not acknowledging the 
favours of correspondents, in order to reply to several letters 
we have received, directly or indirectly accusing us of being 
too local. If we be but granted a little time, we will 
visit every city, town, and village in Ireland, and are making 
preparations for procuring the most authentic information re- 
lative to every object of antiquarian curiosity or historical in- 
terest in the kingdom. 
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